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Public  Health  Department, 
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Houghton-le-Spring 
Co.  Durham. 


Tel.:  Houghton-le-Spring  3222/4. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1971. 

Dr.  T.  A.  Shaw  has  acted  as  M.O.H.  for  the  whole  of  the 
year  under  review. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  statistics  the  death  rate  fell  slightly, 
the  birth  rate  rose  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  remained 
unchanged.  The  Infectious  Diseases  notified  fell  drastically 
because  of  the  absence  of  measles  in  the  district. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  continued  to  do  its 
good  work  in  helping  to  make  the  years  of  retirement  more 
pleasant  for  the  Aged  in  the  Community  and  thanks  must  be 
given  to  all  the  voluntary  workers  involved  in  this  work. 

Housing  is  the  most  important  single  factor  by  means  of 
which  a district  council  can  improve  the  health  of  the  Community 
and  it  can  be  seen  from  the  figures  under  the  Housing  Section 
that  the  council  has  continued  its  efforts  in  this  regard. 

For  conclusion,  I would  express  thanks  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Shaw 
and  the  Health  Department  Staff,  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  help  and  co-operation  given  to  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  year. 


Dr.  J.  L.  SIDDLE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1971 


Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  1971 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee:  Councillor  G.  Elliott, 

5 Thorneyburn  Close,  Houghton-le-Spring, 

Houghton  Ward 

Councillor  R.  Allison,  62  Gillas  Lane,  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Councillor  J.  Bartley,  32  Burns  Avenue  North,  Houghton-le-Spring. 
Councillor  A.  Belton,  58  Gillas  Lane,  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Councillor  E.  Bramfitt,  66  Dunelm  Drive,  Houghton-le-Spring. 
Councillor  R.  Geddes,  27  Ironside  Street,  Houghton-le-Spring. 
Councillor  E.  Kelly,  J.P.,  14  Burns  Avenue  South,  Houghton-le-Spring. 
Councillor  I.  J.  Lumley,  48  Leyburn  Grove,  Houghton-le-Spring. 
Councillor  J.  Storey,  6 Scott  Street,  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scholick,  8 Mount  Pleasant,  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Penshaw  Ward 

Councillor  G.  D.  Edgar,  Langley  House,  Penshaw. 

Councillor  J.  Mawston,  10  Hindsons  Crescent  North,  Shiney  Row. 
Councillor  W.  J.  McKinley,  91  Whitefield  Crescent,  Penshaw. 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Porter,  5 Galashiels  Grove,  Shiney  Row. 
Councillor  S.  Webster,  24  Avondale  Avenue,  Penshaw. 

Councillor  T.  Willis,  12  Brentwood  Road,  Shiney  Row. 

Councillor  J.  J.  Brown,  39  The  Harbour,  Shiney  Row. 

Councillor  L.  Irving,  Penshaw  House,  Shiney  Row. 

Councillor  T.  W.  F.  Robson,  11  Hindsons  Crescent  North,  Shiney  Row. 

Fence  Houses  Ward 

Councillor  Mrs.  L.  C.  Gibson,  6 Disraeli  Street,  Fence  Houses. 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Brown,  52  Front  Street,  Fence  Houses. 

Councillor  M.  Dowell  24  Cedar  Terrace,  Fence  Houses. 

Councillor  J.  Cummins,  29  Rose  Avenue,  Fence  Houses. 

Herrington  Ward 

Councillor  A.  Walmsley,  97  Fletcher  Crescent,  New  Herrington. 
Councillor  Mrs.  F.  C.  Winship,  30  Southburn  Terrace,  New  Herrington. 
Councillor  Mrs.  J.  Clark,  57  Fletcher  Crescent,  New  Herrington. 

Newbottle  Ward 

Councillor  E.  Dawson,  4 St.  Cuthbert’s  Road,  Newbottle. 

Councillor  L.  R.  Holmes,  4 Lumley  Crescent,  Philadelphia. 

Councillor  J.  Henderson,  12  Thorneyburn  Close,  Houghton-le-Spring. 
Councillor  G.  Elliott,  5 Thorneyburn  Close,  Houghton-le-Spring. 
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Public  Health  Officers  and  Staff  of  the  Authority 


The  Staff  consists  of: — 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH:  Vacancy. 

DEPUTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : Dr.  T.  A.  Shaw. 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING 
SUPERINTENDENT  : J.  R.  Hall.  Whole-time.  Holds  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other 
Foods.  Also  acts  as  Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts  and  Petroleum  Acts. 

DEPUTY  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  : W.  Woods. 
Whole-time.  Holds  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Certificate 
for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  : J.  K.  Skurr.  Whole- 
time. Holds  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  Examination  Board. 

SURVEYOR  AND  ENGINEER  : A.  Veitch.  Whole-time.  Associate 
Member  of  Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers,  Associate  Member  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Chartered  Surveyors. 

CLERK  : Mrs.  A.  Smith. 

CLERK  TYPIST  : Miss  C.  E.  Cook. 

JUNIOR  CLERK  TYPIST  : Miss  J.  Masters 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Area  in  acres — 6,754  acres  in  April,  1971. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population — mid  year — 1971 
— 32,900  (1971  census  figure  32,660). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1971)  according  to  Rate  Books 
—11,217 

Rateable  Value — £828,002. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £7,759-07. 
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Health  Services  administered  by  the  County  Council 


The  County  Council  are  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  are  responsible  for  the  following  services  : — 


Ambulance 


Care  of  the  Elderly 


Home  Nursing 


Health  Visitors 


Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria 


Child  Welfare  and  Maternity 
Services 


Vaccination — Smallpox 
and  Poliomyelitis 


School  Medical  Services 


The  County  Council  are  also  responsible  for  the  administration  of  Part 
III  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1948. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  INSPECTORS  are  also  appointed  by  and  work  under 

the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  are  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
routine  examination  of  the  cow  population  throughout  the  County  in  order 
to  maintain  and  raise  the  standard  of  the  health  of  the  cows,  this  work  being 
carried  out  by  their  own  Veterinary  Inspectors. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the  Registrar  General 
for  the  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during  1971  was  609  compared  with 
540  for  1970. 

Sex  and  legitimacy  are  shown  thus  : — 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  | Legitimate  289  292  581  j Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Births  (Illegitimate  13  15  28 j estimated  populatation  18*5 

The  Registrar  General  states  the  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  in 
England  and  Wales  (live  births)  was  16-0  for  1971. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  was  5,  as  compared 
with  8 for  England  and  Wales. 
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Year 

Total 
live  births 

Males 

Females 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

Excess  births 
over  deaths 

1962 

605 

305 

300 

19.66 

238 

1963 

575 

282 

293 

18.67 

215 

1964 

575 

298 

277 

18.5 

237 

1965 

506 

256 

250 

16.23 

129 

1966 

538 

304 

234 

17.24 

178 

1967 

555 

287 

274 

17.6 

214 

1968 

563 

292 

271 

17.6 

185 

1969 

560 

314 

246 

17.4 

182 

1970 

540 

282 

258 

16.8 

164 

1971 

609 

302 

307 

18.5 

243 

Still  Births— During  1971  there  were  6 still  births  in  the  district. 

Total  Male  Female 

Still  (Legitimate  5 3 2|  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

Births  I Illegitimate  1 — 1 j births  10. 

(Total  live  and  still  births  was  615  for  1971) 

Still  Births  for  England  and  Wales  was  12  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  Registrar  General  reports  that  during  1971,  366  persons  normally 
residing  in  the  Urban  Area  died,  being  185  males  and  181  females. 

The  death  rate  was,  therefore  11.1  per  1,000  population. 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  11.6. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

There  were  no  deaths  among  women  from  puerperal  sepsis  and  none 
from  other  puerperal  causes. 

The  Maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.00  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

9 children  died  during  1971  before  attaining  the  age  of  one  year,  being 
6 legitimate  males  and  3 legitimate  females,  equivalent  to  an  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  of  15  (per  1,000  births)  compared  to  18  (per  1,000  live 
births)  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate 


Local 

Authority 

England 

Area 

and  Wales 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

15 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births... 

15 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 



24 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  according  to  the  total 
number  of  live  births  and  legitimacy  for  the  year  1962  - 1971. 

Legitimate  Infants  Illegitimate  Infants 
All  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate 


Year 

per  1,000  live  births 

live  births 

live  births 

1962 

24.79 

25.59 

00.00 

1963 

15.65 

16.24 

47.61 

1964 

15.65 

16.48 

00.00 

1965 

19.76 

14.52 

00.125 

1966 

26.02 

26.92 

00.00 

1967 

23.42 

24.48 

00.00 

1968 

12.43 

12.96 

00.00 

1969 

13.00 

13.00 

00.00 

1970 

15.00 

15.00 

00.00 

1971 

15.00 

15.00 

00.00 

Of  the  9 infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age,  the  cause  of  death 
was  attributed  to  the  following  causes,  prematurity  in  1 case,  birth  Injury 
etc.,  in  4 cases,  Enteritis  and  other  Diarrohoeal  Diseases  1 case  and  Broncho 
Pneoumonia  1 case.  Perinatal  Mortality  2 cases. 


Nett  Live  Births  — Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Corrected  as  per  Registrar 

General  

289 

292 

13 

15  = 

609 

Nett  Deaths 

6 

3 

— 

— = 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  AND  AGE  INCIDENCE  IN 
HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Houghton-le-Spring  Urban  District  during  1971 


Causes  of  Death 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrohoeal  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Other  Endocrine  etc.,  Diseases 
Anaemias 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 
Hypertensive  Disease 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 
Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 
Cerebrovascular  Disease 
Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  . 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
Symptoms  and  111  Defined  conditions 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  ... 


Male  Female 


1 

1 

6 

5 

16 


3 

8 


1 

5 
4 
8 

6 
1 

1 

19 

3 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

56 

2 

20 

2 

14 

15 


3 
2 

40 

4 
39 

3 

10 

4 
1 


5 

1 

3 
5 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

4 
4 
1 

185 


1 

2 

1 


2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

8 

3 

181 
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Certain  Specified  Causes  of  Death 


(a)  TUBERCULOSIS  : 


During  1971  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 


(b)  VASCULAR  DISEASE  (CARDIAC  & CEREBRAL)  : 

Vascular  Diseases  were,  as  in  former  years,  the  chief  cause  of  death 
throughout  the  area;  173  persons — being  82  males  and  91  females — were 
certified  to  have  died  from  this  cause.  This  is  equivalent  to  47.26%  of  the 
total  deaths  and  a mortality  rate  of  5.26  per  1,000  population. 


Comparative  Table  : — 


Year 

Total 

Deaths 

All 

Causes 

Deaths  due  to 
Heart  Disease 

Death  Rate  per 

1000  population 

Percentage 

Total 

Deaths  due 
to  Heart 
Disease 

Total 

M 

F 

All  Causes 

Heart 

Disease 

1962 

367 

186 

106 

80 

11.93 

6.04 

50.69 

1963 

360 

197 

106 

91 

11.69 

6.39 

54.75 

1964 

338 

178 

104 

74 

10.87 

5.72 

52.13 

1965 

377 

197 

106 

91 

12.09 

6.32 

52.25 

1966 

360 

187 

89 

98 

11.54 

5.99 

51.94 

1967 

341 

180 

86 

94 

10.80 

5.69 

52.78 

1968 

378 

198 

102 

96 

11.80 

6.19 

52.38 

1969 

378 

194 

103 

91 

11.70 

6.02 

51.32 

1970 

376 

196 

100 

96 

11.70 

6.09 

52.12 

1971 

366 

173 

82 

91 

11.10 

5.25 

47.26 

(c)  CANCER  : 


84  deaths— being  39  males  and  45  females — were  due  to  cancer.  This 
is  equivalent  to  a mortality  rate  of  2.55  per  1,000  population  or  22.95% 
of  the  total  deaths. 
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Comparative  table  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  for  the  years  1962-1971. 


Number  of  Deaths 

Mortality  Rate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

per  1,000  pop. 

1962 

32 

31 

63 

2.04 

1963 

30 

26 

56 

1.81 

1964 

31 

28 

59 

1.89 

1965 

24 

30 

54 

1.73 

1966 

35 

24 

59 

1.89 

1967 

38 

33 

71 

2.24 

1968 

36 

33 

69 

2.15 

1969 

33 

36 

69 

2.14 

1970 

40 

34 

74 

2.30 

1971 

39 

45 

84 

2.55 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  infectious  and 

other  Diseases 


During  1971  some  28  cases  of  infectious  disease  (including  all  forms 
of  Tuberculosis)  were  notified,  a decrease  of  285  compared  with  the  number 
of  cases  during  1970. 

Scarlet  Fever  : 3 cases  were  notified  as  against  40  in  1970. 

Diphtheria  : There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  during 
1971  as  in  1970  and,  therefore  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Influenza  : No  deaths  were  ascribed  to  influenza  during  1971  as  against 
6 in  1970. 

There  were  24  deaths  as  being  ascribed  to  pneumonia  as  against  21  in 
1970,  while  the  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  was  nil. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  : In  1971  there  were  7 cases  of  measles 
and  1 case  of  whooping  Cough  as  against  285  cases  of  measles  and  1 case 
of  whooping  cough  in  1970. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  measles  or  whooping  cough  during  the 
year. 

Infective  Jaundice  : There  were  5 cases  of  Infective  Jaundice  notified 
during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis:  During  1971  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  in 
the  area,  being  a case  incidence  of  0.00  per  1,000  population. 

School  Notification  of  Disease : No  fresh  cases  of  any  notifiable 
disease  were  notified  from  the  schools. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION,  1971 


COMPLETED  PRIMARY  COURSES 


Others 

under 


1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-67 

16 

Total 

Triple  D.T.P. 

1 

326 

79 

21 

8 

— 

435 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

2 

54 

— 

56 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sabin  (Oral) 

1 

325 

80 

22 

96 

— 

524 

Measles 

— 

231 

139 

52 

24 

1 

447 

Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

56 

Lines  (1  + 2+3)  (Diphtheria) 

1 

326 

79 

23 

62 

— 

491 

Line  (1)  (Whooping  Cough) 

1 

326 

79 

21 

8 

— 

435 

Lines  (1  + 2 + 4)  (Tetanus)  1 326 

REINFORCING 

79  23 

DOSES 

62 

Others 

under 

491 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-67 

16 

Total 

Triple  D.T.P. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

17 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

— — 

— 

2 

2 

551 

2 

557 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

9 

Sabin  (Oral) 

— 

— 

2 

2 

541 

4 

549 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— , 

Lines  (1  + 2 + 3) 

— 

— 

2 

2 

568 

2 

574 

Line  (1)  (Whooping  Cough) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

17 

Lines  (1  + 2 + 4)  (Tetanus) 

— 

— 

2 

2 

571 

8 

583 

SMALLPOX 

(1)  Primary  Vaccinations  (2)  Re- Vaccinations 

1 year  ...  ...  135  2 — 4 years  ...  22 

2 — 4 years  ...  51  5 — 15  years  ...  1 

5 — 15  years  ...  10  

23 

196  


B.C.G.  Vaccination 


Number  of  Consents 

399 

Number  given  Skin  Test 

356- 

-89*22% 

Number  Positive 

16- 

- 4*49% 

Number  Negative  given  B.C.G. 

31>8— 

-89*33% 

Number  Absent  at  time  of  reading 

Negative  reactions  not  vaccinated  for  Medical 

15 

Reasons 

7 

13 
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Tuberculosis 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  during  1971  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  according  to  sex,  for  the  period  1962-71. 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Year 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1962 

11 

4 

15 

— 

1 

1 

1963 

5 

5 

10 

1 

4 

5 

1964 

7 

11 

18 

1 

1 

2 

1965 

5 

2 

7 

— 

1 

— 

1966 

13 

4 

17 

— 

3 

3 

1967 

11 

6 

17 

— 

1 

1 

1968 

9 

3 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1969 

10 

3 

13 

— 

2 

2 

1970 

4 

6 

10 

— 

2 

2 

1971 

4 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  age-period  for  males  and 
females,  at  which  new  cases  were  notified  and  when  death  occurred. 


Age  Period 


Under  1 

1 year 

2—  4 

5—  9 

10—14 

15—19 

20—24 

25—34 

35—44 

45—54 

55—64 

65—74 

75  and  over 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


Non- 

Pulmonary 


M.  F. 


1 


2 

2 


4 1 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  Urban  area  was  taken  over  by  the  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  Water  Company  at  the  beginning  of  April,  1957. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  supplied  were  made  periodi- 
cally, with  the  following  results: 


% Free  from 
Faecal  Organisms 


% Free  from 
Non  Faecal  Organisms 
100 


No.  of  Samples 


213 


100 


The  water  supplied  to  Houghton-le-Spring  comes  from  two  sources, 
namely  Burnhope  and  Derwent  Reservoirs.  The  water  from  Burnhope 
Reservoir  is  protected  against  plumbo  solvency  by  mixture  with  hard 
water,  and  that  from  Derwent  by  treatment  with  lime. 

During  the  year  21  samples  have  been  taken  after  overnight  standing 
in  lead  pipes  in  the  case  of  Burnhope,  and  23  from  Derwent.  All  samples 
gave  results  well  below  the  limits  laid  down  by  the  European  Standards  of 
the  World  Health  Organisation. 

The  supply  is  chlorinated  and  there  has  been  no  contamination. 

There  are  approximately  12,999  connections  to  the  Company’s  mains 
serving  some  31,000  persons.  There  are  no  standpipes  in  the  area. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  two  supplies  in  the  area  is  0.2  mg /litre  in 
the  case  of  Burnhope,  and  0.5  mg/litre  in  the  case  of  Derwent. 

The  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  on  the  31st  December, 
1971  was  as  follows: — 


Council  Houses 
Private  Houses 


114 


115 
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Refuse  Collection 

During  the  year,  the  policy  of  dispensing  with  side-loading  vehicles 
continued  with  the  addition  of  a further  Dennis  Paxit  Compression 
vehicle. 

The  fleet  now  comprises  3 compression  vehicles  and  2 side-loaders 
plus  1 side  loader  for  trade  refuse  and  special  collections.  This  is  a 
reduction  over  the  last  2 years  of  3 vehicles,  i.e.  from  9 down  to  6. 

During  the  year  under  review,  there  was  a considerable  increase  in 
removal  of  bulky  articles  and  furniture,  etc.,  due  no  doubt,  to  the  extra 
publicity  given  to  the  service  by  the  press.  However,  whilst  the  service 
has  resulted  in  a great  reduction  in  this  type  of  refuse  being  found 
scattered  around  the  district,  it  is  still  surprising  to  find  that  some  incon- 
siderate members  of  the  public  still  put  themselves  to  a tremendous  amount 
of  trouble  to  haul  items  of  furniture,  considerable  distances  for  the  purpose 
of  illicit  dumping.  This  is  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  all  that  is  needed  to 
have  it  removed  from  their  premises  is  a telephone  call  or  visit  to  the  office. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Disposal  of  the  district’s  refuse  continued  at  Cross  Rigg  Quarry  with  a 
small  tip  at  Newbottle  being  held  in  reserve  for  use  during  difficult  winter 
conditions. 

Satisfactory  progress  is  reported  in  the  construction  of  the  “Incinera- 
tor” at  Sunderland  and  this  should  be  in  operation  during  the  early  part 
of  1972. 


Ashblns 

Private  householders  have  purchased  from  the  Council  61  good  quality 
3|  cu.  ft.  B.S.S.  ashbins. 

Trade  Refuse 

The  collection  of  refuse  from  business  premises  and  factories  continued 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  and  realised  an  income  of  £577*00. 


Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 

There  are  no  camping  sites  within  the  district  but  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  year  in  the  planning  stage  of  a “Winter  Quarters”  site 
at  Sunniside  for  the  Showmen’s  Guild. 


Licensed  Premises 

The  department  has  continued  to  press  for  improvements  to  the 
sanitary  accommodation  at  certain  premises  within  the  district  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  satisfactory  progress  is  being  maintained  in  this 
connection. 


Verminous  Premises 

There  was  one  Verminous  Premises  notified  during  the  year. 
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Offices,  Shops,  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Daring  the  year  139  visits  were  made  by  inspectors  to  premises 
registered  under  the  Act. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


No.  of  registered 

No.  of  premises  Total  number  of  premises  receiving 


Class  of  Premises 

registered 
during  the 
year 

registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices  

— 

46 

19 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops,  Ware- 

2 

143 

49 

houses 

— 

4 

2 

Catering  Establishments, 

Canteens 

— 

21 

21 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

214 

91 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 


by 

Workplace 

Class  of  Workplace 

M 

F 

No.  of  Persons 
Employed 

Offices 

462 

316 

778 

Retail  Shops 

196 

514 

710 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

6 

10 

16 

Catering  Establishments 

18 

64 

82 

Canteens 

— 

— 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

682 

904 

1,586 

15  accidents  of  a minor  character  were  notified  and  investigated  and 
particulars  forwarded  to  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate. 
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Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964,  no  persons 
may  carry  on  business  as  a scrap  metal  dealer  unless  he  is  registered  by  the 
Council.  Scrap  metal  dealers  are  defined  as  persons 

(a)  who  occupy  a scrap  metal  place  in  the  Council’s  area; 
or 

(b)  have  their  place  of  residence  in  the  area;  or 

(c)  occupy  a place  in  the  area  wholly  or  partly  for  the  purpose  of  their 
business. 

Twenty-six  persons  are  registered  with  this  Authority  under  the  Act. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

In  addition  to  surface  infestations,  the  responsibility  for  sewer 
treatments  is  also  with  the  Health  Department.  In  this  connection,  the 
success  achieved  in  1970  by  letting  out  to  contract  a spring  and  autumn 
sewer  treatment  by  a specialist  firm  is  continuing. 

One  trained  operator  is  employed  full-time  on  surface  treatments  of 
both  rodent  and  insect  pests. 

Refuse  disposal  tips  and  sewage  works  are  given  particular  attention 
against  rodents  and  flies. 

220  cases  of  rat,  mouse  and  other  infestations  were  reported  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 
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Water,  Food  and  Drugs 

Number 

Remarks 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

44 

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit 

for  use  

— 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 

• — 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling 
Unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for 
Analysis 

131 

Samples  found  Adulterated  

— 

Precautions  against  Infectious 
Disease 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  of 
destroyed  

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

— 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

— 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things 



Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things 

— 

General 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during 
year  

114 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during 
year  

115 
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Housing  Conditions 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Housing  Acts,  1936-61 
Particulars  of  Work  carried  out  during  the  year 

1.  Clearance  Areas,  Section  42  Nil 

2.  Individual  Unfit  houses,  Section  16-17,  dealt  with  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

3.  Parts  of  Building  Closed  Section  18  1 

4.  Houses  Demolished  during  the  year,  including  Clearance 

Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses  ...  ...  ...  161 

5.  Individual  Houses  Made  Fit  following  Informal  Action  25 


Housing  Improvements  Act,  1949 

Over  recent  years  it  has  been  found  to  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  have 
small  repairs  carried  out  to  property  owing  to  the  shortage  of  the  small 
“Jobbing  Type”,  builders. 

This  position  has  now  improved  considerably,  and  therefore  it  is  much 
easier  to  have  repairs  carried  out. 


Discretionary 

Standard 

Grants 

Grants 

Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 

107 

40 

Applications  rejected  

— 

— 

No.  of  applications  approved  since  inception  of 
scheme 

734 

602 

No.  of  Grants  paid  since  inception  of  scheme 

650 

551 

Closet  Accommodation 

Ash-pit  privies  converted  into  water-closets  ...  Nil 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets Nil 

Total  number  of  ash-pit  privies  in  District  ...  13 
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Housing 


No.  of 
houses 
erected 
prior  to 

1971 

No.  of 
houses 
erected 
during 
1971 

No.  of 
no  uses 
in  course 
of  erection 
at  31/12/71 

Total 

Racecourse  Estate 

468 

— 

— 

468 

Hetton  Road 

316 

— 

— 

316 

Hall  Lane 

177 

— 

— 

177 

Newtown 

92 

— 

— 

92 

Market  Place 

90 

— 

— 

90 

North  Rectory  ... 

74 

— 

— 

74 

Villa  Estate 

182 

— 

— 

182 

Burnside  Estate  ... 

437 

— 

— 

437 

Homelands  Est.  ... 

184 

— 

— 

184 

Cellar  Hill  Est.  ... 

144 

— 

— 

144 

South  St.  N’bottle 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Sunniside 

426 

— 

— 

426 

Success  Estate 

58 

— 

— 

58 

Hillside  Estate  . . . 

72 

— 

— 

72 

Chilton  Moor  Est. 

168 

— 

— 

168 

Colliery  Row  Est. 

76 

— 

— 

76 

Grange  Estate  . . . 

503 

— 

— 

503 

George  St.,  F./H. 

44 

— 

— 

44 

Durham  Street  . . . 

32 

— 

— 

32 

Sedgeletch  Road 

40 

— 

— 

40 

St.  Aidan’s  Est.  ... 

138 

— 

— 

138 

Chester  Road 

311 

— 

— 

311 

Station  Road 

66 

— 

— 

66 

Penshaw  Hill 

96 

— 

— 

96 

New  Penshaw 

40 

— 

— 

40 

Barnwell  Est. 

641 

— 

— 

641 

Park  Estate 

268 

— 

— 

268 

Hindson  Cres.  N. 

256 

— 

— 

256 

Hindson  Cres.  S. 

110 

— 

— 

110 

Railway  Terrace, 
Penshaw 

6 

. 

6 

Arcon  Estate 

114 

— 

— 

114 

James  Tee.,  F./H. 

38 

— 

— 

38 

Dene  Gardens  ... 

25 

— 

— 

25 

Town  Centre 

48 

— 

— 

48 

Westbourne  Estate 

71 

43 

6 

120 

Normandy  Cres.... 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Bonad  venture 

4 

12 

— 

16 

South  View,  F./H 

21 

59 

69 

149 

5,847 

114 

75 

6,036 

114  Houses  were  completed  by  direct  labour  and  75  were  under  con- 
struction at  the  end  of  1971. 

115  Houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  without  state  assistance 
and  12  were  under  construction  on  the  31st  December,  1971.  The  numbers 
and  location  of  Local  Authority  houses  are  shown  on  the  above  table. 

2 Pre-war  dwellings  were  completely  re-vitalised  prior  to  January, 
1971  and  54  pre-war  dwellings  were  completely  re-vitalised  during  1971. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Milk  Supplies 

During  the  year  126  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  Durham  County 
Council  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  generally  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  34  samples  were  taken  for  analysis. 

Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  12  samples  of  Ice-Cream  were  taken  by  your  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

During  the  year  131  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  in  the 
Urban  District  by  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors  of  the  Durham  County 
Council. 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958, 

Particular  attention  was  again  given  during  the  year  to  raising  the 
standard  of  hygiene  within  the  four  slaughterhouses  in  the  area. 

The  Meat  Inspections  Regulations,  1963. 

Maintenance  of  100%  Meat  Inspection  has  been  carried  out  by  your 
Inspectors  at  the  four  licensed  slaughter  houses  within  the  Urban  Area. 

This  entailed  daily  visits,  Monday  to  Saturday,  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year: — 

Cattle,  6,041;  cows,  1,291;  sheep  and  lambs,  23,881;  calves,  155;  pigs, 
4,577;  making  a total  of  35,885. 
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The  results  of  inspections  are  contained  in  the  following  tables: 
CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

6041 

1291 

155 

23381 

4517 

Number  inspected 

6041 

1291 

155 

23381 

4517 

All  diseases  except  T.B. — 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

19 

3 

31 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

901 

250 

8 

1945 

189 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B.  . . 

14.91 

20.83 

7.09 

8.27 

4.20 

T.B.  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 



Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

_ 

_ 

. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  T.B 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WEIGHT  CONDEMNED  (in  Lbs.) 


Other  Diseases 

T.B. 

Carcases 

Organs 

Parts 

Carcases 

Organs 

Parts 

Cattle — excl. 

Cows 

5358 

10992 

65 

— 

— 

— 

Cows 

5358 

4545 

600 

— 

— 

— 

Calves 

130 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep 

1235 

3605 

420 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs 

80 

477 

75 

— 

— 

— 

6803 

19655 

1160 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  condemned  approximately  12  tons  6 cwts.  2 qtrs.  10  lbs. 
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Food  and  Drugs 


There  were  214  food  premises  within  the  area,  being  : — 

Bakehouses 11 

General  Dealers  78 

Fried  Fish  28 

Wet  Fish  5 

Butchers  15 

Grocery  and  Provisions  30 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  4 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  7 

Canteens  8 

Supermarket 6 

Snack  Bar  5 

Cafes,  etc 2 


214 


In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  5 Dairymen  within  the  district 
retailing  milk. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  with  the  Authority  for  the  sale  of 
Ice  Cream  is  110,  being 

General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Grocery  10 

Confectioners  7 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Greengrocers  7 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  4 

Colliery  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  and  Chip  Shop  ...  ...  ...  1 

Petrol  Filling  Station  ...  ...  ...  1 

Snack  Bar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wine  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Supermarkets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bingo  Halls  ...  ...  ...  2 

Post  Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Newsagents  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


110 
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Food  Hygiene  (Genera!)  Regulations,  1960 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of 
all  food  preparing  premises  within  the  area,  and  the  standard  is  generally 
very  good. 

Encouragement  is  given  to  shop  keepers  and  dog  owners  to  leave  their 
animals  outside  of  food  premises  in  the  interest  of  hygiene. 


Unsound  Food 

Meat  and  offal  condemned  from  the  four  slaughterhouses  is  collected 
and  transported  in  sealed  containers  by  a firm  of  processors  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fertilisers,  etc. 

Foods  from  retail  premises  are  surrendered  to  the  Health  Department 
and  are  burned  or  destroyed  and  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  Tips. 

389  tins  Meat;  570  tins  Vegetables;  381  tins  Fruit;  598  tins  Fish;  98 
tins  Soup;  38  tins  Milk;  37  tins  Pasta;  1 jar  jam,  19  tins  Pie  Filling;  6 
pkts.  Poultry;  1 tin  Past.  Egg;  29  tins  Baby  Food;  8 tins  Cream;  21  tins 
Custard;  25  tins  Peanuts;  46f  pkts.  cheese;  2\  pkts.  biscuits;  1 carton  x 
56  lbs.  Past.  Egg;  836  Frozen  Food  (pkts.);  48  lbs.  Bacon;  360  Yogurt; 
416  Fruit  Drinks;  4}  lbs.  Butter;  Total  weight  15  cwts.  40  lbs. 
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Factories 


The  following  are  the  principal  places  within  your  district: 

1.  Philadelphia  Engine  Works  and  Repairing  Shops. 

2.  N.E.E.B.  Electrical  Power  Sub-Station. 

3.  Sunderland  and  District  Omnibus  Co. 

4.  Co-operative  Stores  and  Workshops. 

5.  Gas  Works. 

6.  Joinery  Works. 

7.  Boring  Tool  Works. 

8.  Printing  Works. 

9.  Builders  Merchants. 

10.  Bakeries. 

11.  Sugar  Confectioners. 

12.  Clothing  Factories. 

13.  Iron  Foundry. 

14.  Motor  Repair  Shops. 

15.  Boot  Repair  Shops. 

16.  Cement  Blocks. 

17.  Building  Works. 

18.  Packing  Cases. 

19.  Travelling  Cases. 

20.  Electrical  Accessories. 

21.  Woodwork  Machinery. 

22.  Light  Engineering  Works. 

23.  Cosmetic  Factory. 

24.  Sausage  and  Pie  Makers. 

25.  Coachbuilders. 

26.  Gown  Manufacturers. 

27.  Mineral  Waters  Factory. 

28.  Foam  Rubber  Products. 

29.  Plastic  Products. 

During  the  year  these  have  been  inspected  and  all  nuisances  or  defects 
found  were  remedied  without  the  necessity  for  formal  action. 
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1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspect. 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier 

Prosectd 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

55 

32 

5 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total 

57 

34 

5 

— 

2.  Defects  Found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
Prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

Overcrowding  (S2)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S6)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) : 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 

outwork) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

7 

7 

— 

— 
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